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Planetary Health Ethics: from bedside to bench and back 

 

The increasing recognition of interdependencies between human 

health, global societies and natural environments as mirrored in the 

concept of Planetary Health affects both, health care and medical 

research in their various dimensions. The talk will examine ethical 

questions arising in the intersection of health and environmental 

protection by starting from the clinical domain and key issues related to 

patient autonomy, professional activism and the attempt to overcome 

anthropocentric perspectives. As all clinical action needs a profound 

evidential basis a link will then be drawn to clinical and health-related 

research and its ethical affordances from a Planetary Health viewpoint. 

Finally, the talk will suggest further perspectives with respect to clinical 

practice, research strategies and bioethical theory building. 


