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Marc Andree Weber is an Academic Staff Member at the Chair of 
Theoretical Philosophy/Philosophy of Language at the University 
of Mannheim. Since October 2021, he is doing research on the 
ethics of belief within the DFG-funded project The Moral 
Dimension of Doxastic Norms. As part of the project, he is 
organizing an international conference entitled New Ideas on 
Normativity. In 2022 and 2023, he was interim professor for 
theoretical philosophy, first at Heidelberg University and then at 
Hamburg University. 

 

Systematic Disagreements Among Experts and the Role of 

Scientific Refutations 

 

What should we believe in case of a disagreement with someone who is at least 

as competent and well-informed about the matter under debate as we are? 

Recent epistemological arguments suggest that we should abandon our original 

belief and rather become agnostic. The reason is that our partner in disagreement 

seems to be as likely to be right as we are. But given that such disagreements are 

abundant, and are often hard to resolve, what are we allowed to believe at all?  

In my talk, I will argue that in our society, there is exactly one commonly 

acknowledged dividing line between that what cannot reasonably be doubted and 

that what can, namely being or not being scientifically proven. As a result, we 

should become agnostic regarding all subject matters about which experts 

systematically disagree and none of them asserts something that is scientifically 

refuted.  

 


